The Catholic Voice 2016 Jubilee of Mercy Italy
Pilgrimage October 20-29

Camille Tompkins, 510-419-1081, ctompkins@oakdiocese.org.
Pentacost Tours, Inc., 800-713-9800 travel@pentecosttours.
com. CatholicVoiceOakland.org. The Catholic Voice invites you
to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy in Venice, Padua, Bologna,
Florence, Siena, Assisi, and Rome. Celebrate Mass at some of the
most beautiful basilicas in Italy, visit the treasures of Vatican City,
and see Pope Francis during the Papal Audience. Join the 10day pilgrimage to Italy to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy for
$3,999. Costs includes airfare, ground transportation, housing,
and most breakfasts and dinners. $100 Early Bird Discount
is available to those who register before December 23. For
brochures, contact Camille Tompkins, see above. For additional
information and reservations, contact Pentecost Tours, Inc., see
above.

Church of the Good Shepherd Presents -

Have a hard time explaining your faith? If so join Trent Horn,
radio talk show host, author and speaker for answers to life’s
tough questions on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 10:00 – 1:00
PM., 3200 Harbor Street, Pittsburg, CA 94565. $10 donation
includes lunch. To order tickets: Call 925-303-6914 or email
n.sarao87@gmail.com by Thursday, January 7.

T he S aint Francis D e S ales S chool For
Pastoral Ministry

promotes the mission of Jesus Christ through faith formation and
evangelization. The School equips participants to:
· Deepen their prayer and spirituality
· Enrich their understanding of God, the human person,
and the Church’s mission in the world
· Witness to the Gospel of Christ with their words and
their lives
Now accepting Applications. Classes begin January 9, 2016.
Application deadline, December 18, 2015. For registration
visit: www.oakdiocese.org/spm or call Sandra 510-267-8371.
Location: Holy Names High School, 4660 Harbord Drive,
Oakland, Ca 94618.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend,
(WWME)

Does the way you live your life and especially your marriage
give praise and glory to God? Let God transform your marriage
relationship. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekends are February 26-28 or August 5-7. Early registration,
4 to 6 weeks out is highly recommended. For more information
contact Ray & Roberta @ 916.806.4601 or Joe & Sue @
925.680.7767 now or go to oaklandwwme.org Weekends are
presented in the Pleasanton/Dublin area.

Youth Minister

Keeping up with the wonderful spirit and energy of our
recent retreat we are looking for individuals who are interested
in being mentors or volunteers with our youth and young adult
activities. If interested, sign ups are available in the back of the
church. For any questions see Ariana Catherine.
Any young adults 21-40 interested in participating in various
young adult activities and be mentors to the youth of the parish
and parish community, please sign up in the back of the church.
For any questions contact Ariana Catherine or Jennifer Fernandes.
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Are You A Fan Of St. Benedict?

Well if you’re a Facebook member, Like our Page! You can find
us under the following title:
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA
Make sure that you like our page as well as spread the word to
many of your family and friends. This is a great way to keep up
with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

THE CHOIR’S CORNER

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs?
Please feel free to contact Music Director, Leonard Pete.
Phone: 510-917-2390
Email: thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com
Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal on Thursdays at 6pm.
Are you on Facebook?
Like our page! We’re titled The VOICES of St. Benedict Oakland, CA

Fr. Jayson Landeza
Fr. Bert Aronyu
Fr. Benedict B. Ehinack

Are you new to the parish? To request a registration
form, please complete and drop in the offertory basket.
Have you moved? Had an information change?
Let us know by completing and returning.
We respect your privacy! This information is for
St. Benedict Parish use only.

Name:_ ____________________________________
Phone #____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City:______________________ Zip:______________
Send Me A Registration Form □
Change of Address □
Moving out of Parish □

Mr. Cli ord Ologbosele

www.saintbenedictoakland.com

Third Sunday of Advent
From The Pastor’s Desk:

Scripture scholars sometimes call Luke’s
Gospel the Gospel of the Holy Spirit
because Luke, more than the other three
Gospel writers, tries to make us aware
of the action and the power of God’s
Spirit in the world. The term Holy Spirit
appears 13 times in Luke, five times in Matthew,
four times in Mark, and only three times in John
(although John uses other titles for the Holy Spirit).
In this weekend’s Gospel reading from Luke, John
the Baptist tells the people the Messiah will baptize
them in the Holy Spirit and in fire. Because fire is
one of the most common symbols of God’s presence,
many of the religions of the world use fire or a light
of some kind to symbolize that God is in their midst.
The reading ends with John the Baptist saying
the Messiah will clear the threshing floor with the
winnowing fan and then gather the wheat into his barns.
When a farmer harvested wheat in biblical times, he
separated grain from the hulls by heaping the sheaves
onto a threshing floor (a hard, flat, elevated area in an
open field) and then pulverizing and crushing them with
an ox or donkey pulling a heavy board with sharp stones
attached. As the board passed over the wheat, the hulls
(also known as chaff) cracked and the kernels that were
inside fell out. The farmer then used a winnowing fan
(also known as a winnowing fork with tines that were
very close together) to toss the chaff and the kernels into
the air. The wind then blew away the light chaff but the
heavy kernels fell to the ground. The farmer gather these
kernels into barns and later ground them into flour.
Winnowing was a symbol for divine judgment; The
useless chaff the wind blew away represented wicked
people, and the kernels the farmer gathered into the
barns where those people who remained faithful to
God. In this weekend’s Gospel John the Baptist tells
his followers to prepare for the day of judgment by
repenting of their sins and reforming their lives so they
will be worthy to stand in the presence of their God.
By now we’ve probably spent a great deal of time
preparing for the holidays. Let’s take about 15 minutes
today and perhaps every day until Christmas to prepare our
hearts and souls for the coming of our Messiah, Jesus Christ!

December 13, 2015

Perhaps like many of you, I was taking aghast by
the comments made by Donald Trump regarding
prohibiting the entrance of non-citizen Muslims
into the United States. It is not my intent to turn
my remarks into political commentary, but like
many other folks, I am deeply worried about the
direction of his candidacy. I think I’ll stop right there.
I continue to be reassured by the calm and measured
response and reassuring demeanor of President Obama.
Shrill and bigoted comments and actions have no place
in American society, as President Obama stated at last
week’s ceremony commemorating the end of slavery.
As you know, our parish has been trying to work
on completing a parish pictorial directory, a project
that began over year ago. For those who have not have
their pictures taken already, photo sessions will take
place throughout December and January. Please see
the bulletin for more details. Thanks again to A.V. and
LeAnn Ervin for graciously coordinating this parish
pictorial directory project.
God bless,
Father Jayson

.

Theme: “Be Confident and Unafraid!”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deanery Advent Reconciliation Service

On Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00pm at St. Lawrence O’Toole/
St. Cyril, 3725 High Street, Oakland, CA 94619.

Become a Part of Christmas Tradition

Help us create a beautiful environment for the Christmas Season.
Your gift of Poinsettias may be made in honor of, in memory of a
love one, or simply as a gift. Please drop-off your Poinsettias on
Saturday, December 19 through Tuesday, December 22nd. Please
call Betty Kennedy-Tapscott at 510-612-3176 for drop off.

Church Decorations for Christmas

We need volunteers to help decorate the church for Christmas
on Tuesday, December 22nd from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Please call
Betty Kennedy-Tapscott at 510-612-3176. Thank you.

2015 Christmas schedule
Christmas Eve Liturgies
Thursday, December 24
11:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling and Music
12:00 midnight - Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Liturgy
Friday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 26
4:30 p.m.
New Year’s Day Liturgy
Friday, January 1, 2016
10:00 a.m.

2016 Mass Book

The parish Office will be accepting Mass Intentions for the 2016
Mass Book. If you would like to offer a Mass for the (Living)
Intentions of your family/friends, or for your deceased family
members/friends, stop by the Parish Office during office hours.
We will be happy to assist you.

Parish Pictorial Directory

For those who have not had their pictures taken already, photo
sessions will take place on Saturdays after 12:00 noon on December
12th and 19th and January 9th and 16th. Sunday photo sessions
will take place after the 11:00 AM Mass on December 13th and
20th, and January 17th and 24th.

MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, December 13

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Monday, December 14
7:30 a.m.
Wednesday, December 16 7:30 a.m.
Friday, December 18
7:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 19
4:30 p.m.

Maria Moa✞
Odile Fisher✞
Odile Fisher✞
For The People
Ray Cronin✞
Lamar Larry✞

Church Support
Collection:
Other Collection:

December 6, 2015
“100” Club

$4,689.41
$357.00

“100” Club
Beginning Balance			
Total Income for November 2015
Ending balance as of November 30, 2015

$7,177.91
$1,364.18
$8,542.09

Penny Harvest
Ending Balance as of November 30, 2015

$852.03

Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off by the altar
before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap your pennies in a roll.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers
December 19/20, 2015
4:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
L. Palmeri
L. Noriega
Lucia Watson
J. Moore
C. Ologbosele D. Cola
		
L. Hall-Ervin *
December 24 – Midnight Mass
S. Gressel
C. Hadnot *
J. Smithson-Bell
J. LaFitte-Tutson *
J. Matthews *
A. Ricks *
O. Wanzo *
December 25 – Christmas Day – 10:00 AM
M. Trevigne
A. West
G. McCullough *

Second Collection
Religious Retirement

